
 

Study program: Special Education and Rehabilitation, module Prevention and Treatment of Behavioral Disorders 

Type and level of studies: Basic Academic 

Title of the subject: Penology 

Lecturer: Danica V. Vasiljević-Prodanović 

Course status: Obligatory 

ECTS: 6 

Prerequisites: The Basics of Criminal Law 

Aim: The aim of the course is that students master basic penological concepts, acquire basic knowledge about penology as a 

scientific discipline, gain insight into different penitentiary systems and forms of punishment through history, gain knowledge 

about the current system of enforcement of criminal sanctions in Serbia, and prepare students for independent and critical use of 

literature. 

Outcomes: Mastering basic concepts of penology, knowledge on the system of enforcement of criminal sanctions in Serbia, 

ability to apply theoretical knowledge in practice, ability for independent research work. 

Content 

Lectures:  

Development of penology as a science; Subject, methods and concept of penology; Punishment through history; The earliest 

forms of imprisonment; The concept of punishment; Theories on the right to punish and theories on the purpose of punishment; 

Punishment Teaching of schools of criminal law; The emergence of prison; Prison reform in the 18th century; Prison systems; 

Contemporary tendencies and characteristics of prisons; Alternative sanctions and measures; International standards in the 

enforcement of criminal sanctions; Normative framework and principles of the enforcement of criminal sanctions in Serbia; 

Organization of the system of enforcement of criminal sanctions; Enforcement of the prison sentence; enforcement of alternative 

sanctions and measures; Conditional release and aftercare; Education orders and educational measures imposed on juveniles. 

Practical work:  

Presentations: Historical development of penology; Right to punish; Representatives of criminal law schools; Punishing through 

history; Prison reform; Criminal sanctions in our legislation and enforcement principles; Internal organization of the institutions 

for the enforcement of criminal sanctions; Position of convicted persons; Organization of life and work of convicted persons. 

Discussions: The purpose of punishment in contemporary society; The power and disadvantages of restorative justice; For and 

against prison sentences; Alternative sanctions and measures; The importance of aftercare. 

Student's presentations: The History of Punishment in Serbia; Prison systems; Institutions for the enforcement of criminal 

sanctions. 

Guest Experts: Practice of enforcement of Community service; Enforcement of the safety measure of compulsory treatment of 

drug addicts and compulsory treatment of alcoholics; Practice of the educator in the correctional institution for juveniles. 
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9. Zakon o izvršenju krivičnih sankcija („Sl. glasnik RS“, br. 55/2014) 

Number of active classes per week: Lecture: 2 Practical work: 1 

Teaching methods: Oral lectures, presentations, discussions, consultations, mentoring, video materials, guest experts, student 

presentations, field visits 

Evaluation of knowledge (maximum score 100) 

Pre obligations Score Final exam  Score 

activites during the lectures 5 written exam  

practical teaching 5 oral exam 50 

midterm(s) 30 ..........  

seminars 10   
 


